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TERM 1
whole term A Matter of Ambition

Connections

Context, audience 
imperatives, 

character, theme, 
style, structure, 

genre, 
intertextuality, 

setting,purpose, 
POV

Identities and 
relationships

Playwrights from no matter 
what era they come, use 
effective techniques to 

successfully communicate 
theme and character

All Criteria and 
strands

Context research 
project and 

presentation (paired) 
using PowerPoint and 

properly cited. 
Marked using MYP 

Criteria

Research, social, 
communication

Review of Drama as genre.  Play: 
Macbeth. Context: Shakespeare's 
world and world view - research 
and paired presentations on how 

these ideas inform/will inform 
Shakespeare's plays. The 

style/structure of Shakespeare's 
work: prose/rhythm and rhyme:

blank verse/rhyming 
couplets/iambic pentameter etc. 

Shakespeare's language (video on 
how it really sounded and how do 
we know?) Themes: particularly 
ambition and its consequences. 

The supernatural. 

As for other texts. Audiobooks, movies and 
other visuals also needede here, as 
students generally find Shakespeare 

difficult. Extra help with understanding the 
language of Shakespeare. Dramatisation of 
sections, e.g. soliloquys. Drama Dept help. 

9 weeks

TERM 2
whole term ditto ditto ditto ditto ditto

Formative 
assessments 
using MYP 

criteria

IGCSE-style 
passage-based and 

literary essay, 
marked using 

markbands AND/OR 
examination, which 
will test play as well 
as all other sections 
Paper 1 and Paper 2

Thinking, research,  self-
management,

communication

Macbeth continued: character and 
characterisation, relationships,

changes in characters over time, 
motifs and symbols. Imagery, 
allusions, tone and mood. i.e.

stylistic/literary and poetic devices. 
How an audience still connects 

with these character, etc. despite 
our living now.

Ditto, plus IGCSE formula and 
recommendations for which question to 
answer etc. Essay writing assistance.

9 weeks

TERM 3

5 weeks A Different Viewpoint

Perspectives

Genre, setting, 
character, theme, 

audience 
imperatives, 

purpose, style, 
structure

Personal and 
cultural 

expression

The writers of short stories 
can vividly share different 

perspectives with their 
readers

1. Criterion B (i,
ii) Criterion C 
(all strands) 

Criterion D (all 
strands)2. All 
criteria and 

strands except 
for Criterion D 

v. Marked 
according to 

IGCSE 
markbands

1. Script writing from 
short story.               
2. IGCSE passage-

based essay in class 
time to mimic 
examination 

conditions

Communication, social, 
research, thinking

Looking at the different cultural 
perspectives/POV provided in the 
story selection. Completing the 

short story selection from Stories of 
Ourselves.  'The Fall of the House 

of Usher', by Edgar Allan Poe 
(Gothic 

horror/mood/tone/atmosphere/lang
uage and imagery) 'The Moving 

Finger', by Edith Wharton 
(structure/plot/theme) 'Secrets', by 

Bernard Maclaverty (style, 
character) 'The Stoat', by John 

Mcgahern (characterisation, 
analogy) 'Journey', by Patricia 

Grace (context, setting, culture, 
theme)

Different task types to cater for different 
needs. At this point (close to final 

examination): revision of difficult concepts. 
Otherwise individual help. 



TERM 3

4 weeks Ideas and emotions Creativity

Self-expression, 
genre, style, 

structure, 
purpose, POV, 

theme

Personal and 
cultural 

expression

Poets use imagery and 
poetic devices to creatively 

connect with their target 
audiences

1. Criterion C (i,
ii) and D  (all 
strands) 2. All 
Criteria except 
D strand v, but 

marked by 
IGCSE 

markbands

1. Spoken word poem 
production (producing 

text and using 
language) 2. IGCSE 

literary essay in class 
time to mimic 
examination 

conditions

Communication, social, 
research, thinking

Revision of poetic style and 
techniques. Completing the poetry 

selection from Songs of Ourselves.  
'One Art', by Elizabeth Bishop 

(villanelle form/structure and rhyme 
scheme imperatives, theme) 

'Reservist', by Boey Kim Cheng 
(revelation of other cultures, literary 

and mythological 
allusion/intertextuality, imagery) 

'Elegy for My Father's Father', by 
James K. Baxter (elegy 

form/holding to or breaking 
conventions/character and 

narrative perspective) 'Cold in the 
Earth' by Emily Bronte (emotion, 
diction, imagery, tone and mood) 

'Meeting at Night' (atmoshere, 
stting, imagery, mood, implication) 

'Praise Song for My Mother', by 
Grace Nichols (theme, culture, 

character, metaphor) 'Tears, Idle 
Tears', by Alfred Lord Tennyson 

(literature and universal 
experience, theme, diction)

Ditto

TERM 4
rest of 

school time
Exam Term/Mocks 

/Revision

Examination revision and 
preparation of all texts. Answering 

questions.


