
Time Frame Unit Title Key Concept Related 
Concepts Global Context Statement of Inquiry Objectives/ Objective Strands/ Assessment Criteria Summative 

Assessment ATL Skills/ Skill Indicators Content (Topics, Knowledge, Skills) Differentiation

TERM 1

Geography - A 
connected subject.

Time, Space 
and Place

 Scale.                         
Patterns and 
Trends

Orientation in 
Time and Space

Very often, who we are, and 
the patterns and trends we 
display, is determined by our 
geographical location and 
characteristics..

A: Knowing and understanding:
Use relevant and varied humanities terms and shows a good grasp of concepts 
explained and discussed by using them in examples.

B: Investigating:
To choose and follow a simple plan of action and when needed to collect and record 
relevant information from different sources and investigation. To also be able to 
discuss obtained findings and reflect on improvements for future research.

C: Communicating:
To be able to communicate information and ideas clearly by organising them based 
on the requirements of the task set.

D: Thinking critically:
To be able to identify main ideas and events by discussing about them via using 
evidence as support from diverse origins and to be open enough to acknowledge  
and appreciate different perspectives.
 

School mapping 
exercise/project.

Thinking:                                                                                                                                                           
Analysing and evaluating issues and ideas • Practise observing carefully in order to recognize 
problems • Gather and organize relevant information to formulate an argument • Interpret 
data • Evaluate evidence and arguments • Recognize and evaluate propositions • Draw 
reasonable conclusions and generalizations • Test generalizations and conclusions • Revise 
understanding based on new information and evidence • Evaluate and manage risk • Formulate 
factual, topical, conceptual and debatable questions • Consider ideas from multiple 
perspectives • Develop contrary or opposing arguments • Analyse complex concepts and 
projects into their constituent parts  and synthesize them to create new understanding • 
Propose and evaluate a variety of solutions • Identify obstacles and challenges                                                         
Organization Skills                                         Managing time and tasks effectively • meet deadlines 
• Create plans to prepare for summative assessments (examinations  and performances) • Keep 
and use a weekly planner for assignments • Set goals that are challenging and realistic • Plan 
strategies and take action to achieve personal and academic goals • Bring necessary equipment 
and supplies to class • Keep an organized and logical system of information files/notebooks • 
Use appropriate strategies for organizing complex information • Select and use technology 
effectively and productively 

 What is geography to me?                                                                                                                            
Understanding chronology and timelines
 Where do I live and how does my environment impact on who I am?                                              
Where in the world are the most/least developed countries?                                                                    
What are their differing geographical attributes?                                                                                                            
How are we related to other countries?                                                                                                                          
What are our connections to the outside world? [macro to micro level]                                                                           
         Map reading and important features.
         How do we measure directions? Use of cardinal points (East ,West, 
North, South)
         How do we measure distances? Use of string and “as the crow flies” 
methods
         
         
         Four-figure grid references [extension: six figure grid references]                                                                  

TERM 2

Water as a resource  Change 
[Time, place, 
space]

Resources
 
Causality [cause 
and 
consequence]

Globalisation 
and 
sustainability 
(how we 
organise 
ourselves)

Water- a friend AND a foe!

To explore the concept of 
water as a resource and 
reflect on its benefits and 
threats based on human 
actions.

A: Knowing and understanding:
Use relevant and varied humanities terms and shows a good grasp of concepts 
explained and discussed by using them in examples.

B: Investigating:
To choose and follow a simple plan of action and when needed to collect and record 
relevant information from different sources and investigation. To also be able to 
discuss obtained findings and reflect on improvements for future research.

C: Communicating:
To be able to communicate information and ideas clearly by organising them based 
on the requirements of the task set.

D: Thinking critically:
To be able to identify main ideas and events by discussing about them via using 
evidence as support from diverse origins and to be open enough to acknowledge  
and appreciate different perspectives.

1. Home water useage 
survey.                                                                        
2. Flood investigation.

RESEARCH
INFORMATION LITERACY SKILLS                    
(i)     Make connections between various sources
(ii)   Identify primary and secondary sources
(iii)  Collect and analyse data to identify solutions and make informed decisions
(iv)   Access information to be informed and inform others
(v)   Understand the benefits and limitations of personal sensory learning preferences when 
accessing, processing and recalling information

WATER USAGE SURVEY- water bill, water meter and uses of water
•          Water cycle and rivers
         Water cycle flowchart : evaporation, condensation, precipitation, 
interception, surface runoff, permeable/ impermeable rocks
         What are the world’s major rivers? How are they different from 
rivers found in South Africa? [Inquiry search] – development of 
civilization along major rivers
         What is a river’s journey: upper course, middle course and lower 
course and its features?
         How do rivers erode, transport and deposit?
         How various landforms are created [waterfalls, V- shaped valley, 
meanders and oxbow lakes]?
•          Weathering and erosion in the South African context
         What is weathering?
         What are the different types of weathering?
         What is erosion?
         What are the different types of erosion?
         Investigation -  inquiry- based and reflective in nature 
•          Floods
         Why do floods occur?
         How can floods be prevented?
•      

TERM 3
The Human Journey Global 

Interactions Identity, Culture Orientation in 
Space & Time

Global interactions shape our 
identity and culture, orienting 

us in space and time.

A: Knowing and understanding: 
The Quaternary geologic period
The last Ice Age
How we measure time

B: Investigating: 
Selecting and following a line of inquiry into personal family history
Collecting and recording information from a variety of sources
Reflecting on the process of discovery

C: Communicating:
Presenting information about family history in a visually appealing way
Arranging findings logically and effectively
Documenting all sources and providing evidence of research

D: Thinking critically: 
Considering the challenges of modern science and archaeology
Analysing scientific and archaeological evidence
Considering different theories about various pre-historical events

Archaeology Research 
Project
B [i, ii, iii], C [i, ii, iii]
Students choose a 
research question from a 
list:
What is the cradle of 
humankind?
Who was Lucy?
What do we know about 
Homo Naledi?
How do we learn about 
things that happened 
long ago?
Then, students follow a 
plan of action that takes 
them from their chosen 
topic to a resource 
(website/video/book) with 
a number of important 
pieces of information that 
need to be filled in. 
Students locate the key 
pieces of information and 
present them in a way 
that makes the most 
sense. The source of the 
information is presented 
too.

SOCIAL
Collaboration Skills
Working effectively with others
• Use social media networks appropriately to build and develop
relationships
• Practise empathy
• Delegate and share responsibility for decision-making
• Help others to succeed
• Take responsibility for one’s own actions
• Manage and resolve conflict, and work collaboratively in teams
• Build consensus
• Make fair and equitable decisions
• Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas
• Negotiate effectively
• Encourage others to contribute
• Exercise leadership and take on a variety of roles within groups
• Give and receive meaningful feedback
• Advocate for one’s own rights and needs

Topics: 
Africa’s geography (general)
Significant archaeological locations
Archaeology as a discipline
Various early humans
Human migration

Activities: 
Mapping Africa
Classroom archaeology
Planning a project
Practical research skills
Summarizing information
Bibliographies: How-to
What are debates?

Topics
Will be explained in class, along with visual 
aides
Any necessary differentiation can be 
addressed here

Activities
A range of engaging activities that suit 
learner needs will be attempted, and their 
effectiveness assessed during the lesson
Any necessary differentiation will be 
applied by providing sufficient time in class

Assessments
Assessment tasks consist of a variety of 
requirements, appealing to various learning 
styles
Individual student needs will be taken into 
account on a case-by-case basis
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TERM 4
Historic Cities Systems Fairness & 

Development

Cities throughout history are 
important anchor-points that 

can assist in focusing our 
learning about the past while 

giving us insight into the 
world around us today.

A: Knowing and understanding: 
Knowledge of variety of significant population centers around the world
Understanding relative levels of development
Knowing about methods used to understand civilizations (archaeology & 
anthropology)

B: Investigating: 
Learning how to formulate a research question into cities
Following a guide to plan exploration into cities
Recording information about cities from pre-determined sources
Reflecting on research process and identifying difficulties

C: Communicating:
Isolating relevant information independently
Organizing information with guidance
Keeping track of a list of sources

D: Thinking critically: 
Interpreting visual information about cities
Forming clear ideas about cities through interpretation
Analysing data available in sources

City Investigation
A[i, ii], B[i, ii, iii, iv], C[i, ii, 
iii]
Students will investigate 
historically significant 
cities, chosen from a list 
provided: Cape Town, 
Carthage, Rome, New 
York, Tenochtitlan, 
Shanghai
Each city should be 
investigated according to 
a structured research 
question, according to 
guidance relating to 
previous unit. 
Investigation should 
include a number of 
sources provided along 
with topic, and the 
source information 
should be displayed 
prominently as part of the 
investigation. Analysis of 
the sources should be 
integrated into the 
investigation as much as 
possible. The reearch 
information may be 
presented in a rough 
form, but will be the basis 
for a final "Tourism 
Brochure Style" 
document on the city.

COMMUNICATION
Reading, writing and using language to gather and communicate
information
• Read critically and for comprehension
• Read a variety of sources for information and for pleasure
• Make inferences and draw conclusions
• Use and interpret a range of discipline-specific terms and symbols
• Write for different purposes
• Understand and use mathematical notation
• Paraphrase accurately and concisely
• Preview and skim texts to build understanding
• Take effective notes in class
• Make effective summary notes for studying
• Use a variety of organizers for academic writing tasks
• Find information for disciplinary and interdisciplinary inquiries, using
a variety of media
• Organize and depict information logically
• Structure information in summaries, essays and reports

Topics: 
Cities around the world
Historical origins of cities
Lost cities
Development and sustainability

Activities: 
Peer-quiz on cities
Oldest cities timeline
Archaeological picture analysis
My Carbon Footprint
Truth vs Myth

Topics
Will be explained in class, along with visual 
aides
Any necessary differentiation can be 
addressed here

Activities
A range of engaging activities that suit 
learner needs will be attempted, and their 
effectiveness assessed during the lesson
Any necessary differentiation will be 
applied by providing sufficient time in class

Assessments
Assessment tasks consist of a variety of 
requirements, appealing to various learning 
styles
Individual student needs will be taken into 
account on a case-by-case basis


