
Time Frame Unit Title Key Concept Related 
Concepts Global Context Statement of Inquiry Objectives/ Objective Strands/ Assessment Criteria Summative Assessment ATL Skills/ Skill Indicators Content (Topics, Knowledge, Skills) Differentiation

TERM 1

Weather and Climate 
Systems

SYSTEMS Patterns and 
Trends; Processes 

Scientific and Technical 
Innovation

Patterns and trends of natural 
systems help us in understanding and 
predicting how environmental 
processes shape our climate. 

A – KNOWING AND UNDERSTANDING
i. use a range of terminology in context
ii. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject-specific content and concepts, through 
descriptions, explanations and examples.
 
B – INVESTIGATING
i. formulate/choose a clear and focused research question, explaining its relevance
ii. formulate and follow an action plan to investigate a research question
iii. use methods to collect and record relevant information
iv. evaluate the research process and results, with guidance.
 
C – COMMUNICATING
i. communicate information and ideas in a way that is appropriate for the audience and purpose
ii. structure information and ideas according to the task instructions
iii. create a reference list and cite sources of information.
 
D – THINKING CRITICALLY
i. analyse concepts, issues, models, visual representation and/or theories
ii. summarize information to make valid, well-supported arguments
iii. analyse a range of sources/ data in terms of origin and purpose, recognizing values and limitations
iv. recognize different perspectives and explain their implications

1. Weather data collection and graph drawing exercise.                                                               
2. Climate zone comparison research and display.

Thinking
X Transfer Skills
Using skills and knowledge in multiple contexts
Apply skills and knowledge in unfamiliar situations
Inquire in different contexts to gain a different perspective • 
Compare conceptual understanding across multiple subject groups 
and disciplines
Combine knowledge, understanding and skills to create products 
or solutions 

Our Impact on the Atmospheric Environment

The difference between weather and climate
What causes weather?
Measuring Weather (Units of measurement and weather instruments)
Types of rainfall and clouds
High pressure and low pressure weather
How to draw and read climate graphs
Factors that influence climate                           Different climatic and 
vegetation regions.
•Describe and explain the relationship between the climate and natural 
vegetation.
•Demonstrate the interaction between the natural environment and 
human activities with reference to natural hazards, landscape and 
climate.

TERM 2

 COASTAL SYSTEMS Systems Patterns and 
Trends; Processes 

Scientific and Technical 
Innovation 

Patterns and trends of natural 
systems help us in understanding and 
predicting how environmental 
processes shape our coasts. 

A – KNOWING AND UNDERSTANDING
i. use a range of terminology in context
ii. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject-specific content and concepts, through 
descriptions, explanations and examples.
 
B – INVESTIGATING
i. formulate/choose a clear and focused research question, explaining its relevance
ii. formulate and follow an action plan to investigate a research question
iii. use methods to collect and record relevant information
iv. evaluate the research process and results, with guidance.
 
C – COMMUNICATING
i. communicate information and ideas in a way that is appropriate for the audience and purpose
ii. structure information and ideas according to the task instructions
iii. create a reference list and cite sources of information.
 
D – THINKING CRITICALLY
i. analyse concepts, issues, models, visual representation and/or theories
ii. summarize information to make valid, well-supported arguments
iii. analyse a range of sources/ data in terms of origin and purpose, recognizing values and limitations
iv. recognize different perspectives and explain their implications.

1. Field trip and worksheet on coastal processes and 
management.

Thinking
X Transfer Skills
Using skills and knowledge in multiple contexts
Apply skills and knowledge in unfamiliar situations
Inquire in different contexts to gain a different perspective • 
Compare conceptual understanding across multiple subject groups 
and disciplines
Combine knowledge, understanding and skills to create products 
or solutions

Our Impact on theMarine  Environment
How are waves formed and what actions do they have on our coasts?
Coastal Processes (Erosion, Deposition, Transportation – Longshore 
Drift)
Formation of Coastal Landforms (Beach, Bay, Headland, Cave, Arch, 
Stack, Stump, Wavecut Platform, Spit, Salt Marsh)
Coastal Erosion – What are the risks and what strategies can be used to 
control it?

TERM 3 Innovations & Empires Global 
Interactions

Innovation and 
Revolution, 

Power

Fairness and 
Development

Global interactions, revolutions and 
innovations that facilitate 
development can lead to 
concentrations of power.

A: Knowing and understanding: 
i. use a range of terminology in context
ii. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject-specific content and concepts, through
descriptions, explanations and examples.

B: Investigating
i. formulate/choose a clear and focused research question, explaining its relevance
ii. formulate and follow an action plan to investigate a research question
iii. use methods to collect and record relevant information
iv. evaluate the process and results of the investigation, with guidance.

C: Communicating:
i. communicate information and ideas in a way that is appropriate for the audience and purpose
ii. structure information and ideas according to the task instructions
iii. create a reference list and cite sources of information.

D: Thinking Critically
i. analyse concepts, issues, models, visual representation and/or theories
ii. summarize information to make valid, well-supported arguments
iii. analyse a range of sources/data in terms of origin and purpose, recognizing value and limitations
iv. recognize different perspectives and explain their implications.

Innovation Infographic
A, C
Students select an innovation from a set containing both 
Renaissance and Industrial Revolution innovations. 
Students use their timelines and summaries (formative tasks) 
to produce an infographic that explores the development, 
implementation and effect of their particular innovation.
The infographic production process in part of an 
Interdisciplinary Unit with Design - design principles used to 
produce informative infographic covering subject information

Source Analysis
B, D
Students select a source relevant to the study of Empire with 
reference to a period of Innovation and Revolution
They complete a detailed analysis of the source in the form of a 
written piece (500 words)

SELF MANAGEMENT

Organizational Skills
Managing time and tasks effectively
• Plan short- and long-term assignments; meet deadlines
• Create plans to prepare for summative assessments 
(examinations
and performances)
• Keep and use a weekly planner for assignments
• Set goals that are challenging and realistic
• Plan strategies and take action to achieve personal and academic
goals
• Bring necessary equipment and supplies to class
• Keep an organized and logical system of information 
files/notebooks
• Use appropriate strategies for organizing complex information
• Understand and use sensory learning preferences (learning 
styles)
• Select and use technology effectively and productively

Topics
Renaissance Background
►The Crusades
►The Bubonic Plague
►The Silk Road
►The Great Schism
►The Rise of City States
►Trading Networks
Renaissance Innovations
►Ideas
►Art
►Production
►Communication
Industrial Revolution Background
►The Scientific Revolution
►The “Enlightenment”
►Globalization & Trade
►Labour & Resources
Industrial Revolution Innovations
►Power
►Manufacturing
►Communication
►Transportation

Topics: 
Origins of Imperial Power
Development of different empires
►Ottoman
►Portuguese
►Spanish
►Dutch
►British
►French
►Russian
►German
►Japanese
Impact of empires

Topics
Will be explained in class, along with visual 
aides
Any necessary differentiation can be 
addressed here

Activities
A range of engaging activities that suit 
learner needs will be attempted, and their 
effectiveness assessed during the lesson
Any necessary differentiation will be 
applied by providing sufficient time in class

Assessments
Assessment tasks consist of a variety of 
requirements, appealing to various learning 
styles
Individual student needs will be taken into 
account on a case-by-case basis



TERM 4 Identity & Resistance Change Equity, Identity Identities & Relationships: 
Exploitation & Resistance

Exploitative relationships built on 
identity can lead to great changes in 
societies as resistance movements 
emerge.

A: Knowing and understanding: 
i. use a range of terminology in context
ii. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject-specific content and concepts, through
descriptions, explanations and examples.

D: Thinking Critically
i. analyse concepts, issues, models, visual representation and/or theories
ii. summarize information to make valid, well-supported arguments
iii. analyse a range of sources/data in terms of origin and purpose, recognizing value and limitations
iv. recognize different perspectives and explain their implications.

South African History Article Summary
A
Students use one of the South African history resources 
available to select and summarise an article applicable to the 
history of South Africa

South African History Source Analysis
D
Students select a source from the set provided to analyse, 
concentrating on key & related concepts, values & limitations, 
and significance

South African History Investigation
B, C
Students select a period in the history of South Africa, from the 
origins of the Dutch trading network, to British occupation and 
the South Africa War, to the eventual formation of the Union of 
South Africa. Students use their knowledge and understanding 
to develop an appropriate research question as well as a plan 
of action, to complete a video presentation covering their 
particular topic, answering their research question in full. 
Finally, students reflect on the process and results of their 
investigation, and communicate this in a written piece.

COMMUNICATION

Reading, writing and using language to gather and communicate
information
• Read critically and for comprehension
• Read a variety of sources for information and for pleasure
• Make inferences and draw conclusions
• Use and interpret a range of discipline-specific terms and symbols
• Write for different purposes
• Understand and use mathematical notation
• Paraphrase accurately and concisely
• Preview and skim texts to build understanding
• Take effective notes in class
• Make effective summary notes for studying
• Use a variety of organizers for academic writing tasks
• Find information for disciplinary and interdisciplinary inquiries, 
using
a variety of media
• Organize and depict information logically
• Structure information in summaries, essays and reports

South African Colonial History
►Timeline: Dutch settlement - Expansion - British Takeover
Peoples of South Africa
►Linguistic & Ethnic groups
►Identity & Colonial imposition
Relationships between groups in South Africa
►Imperial influence & economy
►Kingdoms & interdependence
Colonial Power in South Africa
►Expansionism
Conflict in South Africa
►Pre-Colonial Conflict
►Early encounters with the Dutch
►Dutch-British Conflict
►"Voortrekker" Conflicts
►British-Local Conflicts
►British-Boer Conflicts
Change in South Africa
►From Colonial outpost to jewel in the crown
►From free people to subservience

Activities
Mapping South Africa
Sources of Resistance
Investigating perspectives

Topics
Will be explained in class, along with visual 
aides
Any necessary differentiation can be 
addressed here

Activities
A range of engaging activities that suit 
learner needs will be attempted, and their 
effectiveness assessed during the lesson
Any necessary differentiation will be 
applied by providing sufficient time in class

Assessments
Assessment tasks consist of a variety of 
requirements, appealing to various learning 
styles
Individual student needs will be taken into 
account on a case-by-case basis


