
Time Frame Unit Title Key Concept Related 
Concepts Global Context Statement of Inquiry Objectives/ Objective Strands/ Assessment Criteria Summative Assessment ATL Skills/ Skill Indicators Content (Topics, Knowledge, Skills) Differentiation

TERM 1 7 weeks
What are the 

consequences of 
inaction?

Global 
Interactions

Significance
Causality Fairness & Development

Inaction by individuals can be 
a significant factor in the 

development of inequality 
and discrimination in society.

Criterion A: Knowing & Understanding
i. use a wide range of terminology in context
ii. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject-specific 
content and concepts through
developed descriptions, explanations and examples.

Criterion B: Investigating
i. formulate a clear and focused research question and justify its 
relevance
ii. formulate and follow an action plan to investigate a research question
iii. use research methods to collect and record appropriate, varied and 
relevant information
iv. evaluate the process and results of the investigation.

Criterion C: Communicating
i. communicate information and ideas effectively using an appropriate 
style for the audience and
purpose
ii. structure information and ideas in a way that is appropriate to the 
specified format
iii. document sources of information using a recognized convention.

Criterion D: Thinking Critically
i. discuss concepts, issues, models, visual representation and theories
ii. synthesize information to make valid, well-supported arguments
iii. analyse and evaluate a range of sources/data in terms of origin and 
purpose, examining value and
limitations
iv. interpret different perspectives and their implications.

Case Study Investigation 
Essay
A, B

Students create and justify a 
research question focusing on 
the case study of their choice 

from the list provided. Students 
create a plan of action to 

research and produce their 
essay, limiting the length to 

between 600 and 800 words. The 
essay should follow MLA 

formatting, and be followed by a 
self-evaluation of the process 

and results of the investigation.

Genocide Museum Piece
C, D

Students use their research into 
their genocide case study to 

produce an item for a genocide 
museum, focusing on one of the 
possible topics available in the 

textbook.
The exhibit will need to have 

range of sources, with 
explanation and analysis, 

communicating the significant 
features and causes of the 

genocide in question.
The exhibit will be presented to 
the rest of the class as an oral 

presentation.

RESEARCH

Finding, interpreting, judging and creating information
• Collect, record and verify data
• Access information to be informed and inform others
• Make connections between various sources of 
information
• Understand the benefits and limitations of personal 
sensory learning
preferences when accessing, processing and recalling 
information
• Use memory techniques to develop long-term memory
• Present information in a variety of formats and 
platforms
• Collect and analyse data to identify solutions and 
make informed
decisions
• Process data and report results
• Evaluate and select information sources and digital 
tools based on
their appropriateness to specific tasks
• Understand and use technology systems
• Use critical-literacy skills to analyse and interpret 
media
communications
• Understand and implement intellectual property rights
• Create references and citations, use 
footnotes/endnotes and
construct a bibliography according to recognized 
conventions
• Identify primary and secondary sources

COMMUNICATION

Reading, writing and using language to gather and 
communicate
information
• Read critically and for comprehension
• Read a variety of sources for information and for 
pleasure
• Make inferences and draw conclusions
• Use and interpret a range of discipline-specific terms 
and symbols
• Write for different purposes
• Understand and use mathematical notation
• Paraphrase accurately and concisely
• Preview and skim texts to build understanding
• Take effective notes in class
• Make effective summary notes for studying
• Use a variety of organizers for academic writing tasks
• Find information for disciplinary and interdisciplinary 
inquiries, using
a variety of media
• Organize and depict information logically
• Structure information in summaries, essays and 
reports

Why has genocide taken place in history?
What factors led to the Holocaust?
What was the role of Hitler in the Holocaust?
What was the role of the Nazi state in causing the 
Holocaust?
What was the role of ordinary German people in 
causing the Holocaust?
What was the role of the Second World War in causing 
the Holocaust?

Source analysis skills
Discussion of different perspectives & influences
Organizing information

Wider global events
►Armenia
►USSR
►Cambodia
►Guatemala
►Bosnia-Herzegovina
►Rwanda

Formative
Monitor and adjust teaching methodology to suite needs of learners

Summative
Provide support for research by A) providing variety of useful websites 
pitched to multiple levels, B) showing students how to access text-to-
speech functions in web browsers, C) giving personalized guidance to 
individual students in reading & summarizing information
Provide support for writing by A) accepting hand-written or typed 
responses, B) utilizing and providing speech-to-text program resources

TERM 2

5 weeks

How have civil rights 
and social protest 

groups brought about 
change?

[Interdisciplinary Unit 
with English] Change

Causality
Identity Fairness & Development

Civil rights and social protest 
movements have led to 

significant changes in the 
fairness and equality of 

societies.

Criterion C: Communicating
i. communicate information and ideas effectively using an appropriate 
style for the audience and
purpose
ii. structure information and ideas in a way that is appropriate to the 
specified format
iii. document sources of information using a recognized convention.

Criterion D: Thinking Critically
i. discuss concepts, issues, models, visual representation and theories
ii. synthesize information to make valid, well-supported arguments
iii. analyse and evaluate a range of sources/data in terms of origin and 
purpose, examining value and
limitations
iv. interpret different perspectives and their implications.

Protest Movement Source 
Catalogue

B, D
Students develop a research 

question focusing on one of the 
protest movements studied

Students select and analyse 
sources according to a clearly 

defined plan, establishing Origin, 
Content and Purpose, covering 

Values and Limitations
Students complete catalogue 

with final analysis and summary, 
effectively answering the 

research question
Must include some coverage of 
the texts covered in the English 

course for this IDU

Thinking
VIII. Critical-thinking skills
How can students think
critically?
Analysing and evaluating issues and ideas
• Practise observing carefully in order to recognize 
problems
• Gather and organize relevant information to 
formulate an argument
• Recognize unstated assumptions and bias
• Interpret data
• Evaluate evidence and arguments
• Recognize and evaluate propositions
• Draw reasonable conclusions and generalizations
• Test generalizations and conclusions
• Revise understanding based on new information 
and evidence
• Evaluate and manage risk
• Formulate factual, topical, conceptual and 
debatable questions
• Consider ideas from multiple perspectives
• Develop contrary or opposing arguments
• Analyse complex concepts and projects into their 
constituent parts
and synthesize them to create new understanding
• Propose and evaluate a variety of solutions
• Identify obstacles and challenges
• Use models and simulations to explore complex 
systems and issues
• Identify trends and forecast possibilities
• Troubleshoot systems and applications

How has protest led to change in America?
►Jim Crow laws
►Brown v Board of Education, 1954
►Montgomery Bus Boycott, 1955
►Little Rock, 1957
►Freedom Riders, 1960
►Birmingham, 1963
►The Civil & Voting Rights Acts, 1964-65
►Malcolm X & Black Power

How did protest lead to change in South Africa?
►Civil rights in South Africa
►Non-violent opposition to Apartheid
►The move to violent opposition
►Other forms of resistance
►The Soweto Uprising
►The end of Apartheid

Formative
Monitor and adjust teaching methodology to suite needs of learners

Summative
Provide support for research by A) providing variety of useful websites 
pitched to multiple levels, B) showing students how to access text-to-
speech functions in web browsers, C) giving personalized guidance to 
individual students in reading & summarizing information
Provide support for writing by A) accepting hand-written or typed 
responses, B) utilizing and providing speech-to-text program resources

TERM 3

5 weeks
How have ideas 

reflected change in the 
last 200 years?

Change Ideology
Governance Identities & Relationships

Intellectual and ideological 
movements have changed 

our identities and have 
impacted relationships within 
communities and between 

nations.

Criterion A: Knowing & Understanding
i. use a wide range of terminology in context
ii. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject-specific 
content and concepts through
developed descriptions, explanations and examples.

Criterion B: Investigating
i. formulate a clear and focused research question and justify its 
relevance
ii. formulate and follow an action plan to investigate a research question
iii. use research methods to collect and record appropriate, varied and 
relevant information
iv. evaluate the process and results of the investigation.

Criterion C: Communicating
i. communicate information and ideas effectively using an appropriate 
style for the audience and
purpose
ii. structure information and ideas in a way that is appropriate to the 
specified format
iii. document sources of information using a recognized convention.

Criterion D: Thinking Critically
i. discuss concepts, issues, models, visual representation and theories
ii. synthesize information to make valid, well-supported arguments
iii. analyse and evaluate a range of sources/data in terms of origin and 
purpose, examining value and
limitations
iv. interpret different perspectives and their implications.

Ideology Podcast
A, C

Students select one of the 
ideologies introduced in the 
textbook and engage in a 

structured discussion exploring 
the foundation of the ideology, its 

relationship with particular 
societies and the impact it has 

had on the world.

Cold War Presentation
B, D

Students use their understanding 
of differing ideologies to 

investigate the start of the Cold 
War.

Students will need to develop a 
research question, plan of action 
and collection of sources to draw 
on as they establish the influence 
ideology had over the beginnings 

of one of the most drawn-out 
ideological confrontations in 

human history.

RESEARCH 

VII. Media literacy skills
How can students
demonstrate media
literacy?
Interacting with media to use and create ideas and 
information
• Locate, organize, analyse, evaluate, synthesize and 
ethically use
information from a variety of sources and media 
(including digital
social media and online networks)
• Demonstrate awareness of media interpretations of 
events and ideas
(including digital social media)
• Make informed choices about personal viewing 
experiences
• Understand the impact of media representations and 
modes of
presentation
• Seek a range of perspectives from multiple and varied 
sources
• Communicate information and ideas effectively to 
multiple audiences
using a variety of media and formats
• Compare, contrast and draw connections among 
(multi)media
resources

What were some of the intellectual movements and 
ideologies of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries?
►Anarchism
►Liberalism
►Marxism
►Communism
►Democratic Socialism
►Social Darwinism
►Fascism
►National Socialism
►Existentialism
►Humanism
►Feminism

How can ideological movements be developed to 
become approaches to governance?
►Theodore Roosevelt
►Vladimir Lenin
►Joseph Stalin
►Franklin D. Roosevelt
►Harry Truman

What impact did competing movements have on the 
world following the Second World War?
►Soviet control over Eastern Europe
►Truman Doctrine & Marshall Plan

Formative
Monitor and adjust teaching methodology to suite needs of learners

Summative
Provide support for research by A) providing variety of useful websites 
pitched to multiple levels, B) showing students how to access text-to-
speech functions in web browsers, C) giving personalized guidance to 
individual students in reading & summarizing information
Provide support for writing by A) accepting hand-written or typed 
responses, B) utilizing and providing speech-to-text program resources

RESEARCH

Finding, interpreting, judging and creating information
• Collect, record and verify data
• Access information to be informed and inform others
• Make connections between various sources of 
information
• Understand the benefits and limitations of personal 
sensory learning
preferences when accessing, processing and recalling 
information
• Use memory techniques to develop long-term memory
• Present information in a variety of formats and 
platforms
• Collect and analyse data to identify solutions and 
make informed
decisions
• Process data and report results
• Evaluate and select information sources and digital 
tools based on
their appropriateness to specific tasks
• Understand and use technology systems
• Use critical-literacy skills to analyse and interpret 
media
communications
• Understand and implement intellectual property rights
• Create references and citations, use 
footnotes/endnotes and
construct a bibliography according to recognized 
conventions
• Identify primary and secondary sources



TERM 4 6 weeks

Why do nations build 
empires and form 

supra-national alliances 
and organizations? Systems

Cooperation
Interdependence

Conflict Identities & Relationships

Unequal inter-state 
relationships, empires, are 
created for economic and 

ideological reasons. Nations 
develop systems of 

interdependence to protect 
their interests.

Criterion A: Knowing & Understanding
i. use a wide range of terminology in context
ii. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject-specific 
content and concepts through
developed descriptions, explanations and examples.

Criterion B: Investigating
i. formulate a clear and focused research question and justify its 
relevance
ii. formulate and follow an action plan to investigate a research question
iii. use research methods to collect and record appropriate, varied and 
relevant information
iv. evaluate the process and results of the investigation.

Criterion C: Communicating
i. communicate information and ideas effectively using an appropriate 
style for the audience and
purpose
ii. structure information and ideas in a way that is appropriate to the 
specified format
iii. document sources of information using a recognized convention.

Criterion D: Thinking Critically
i. discuss concepts, issues, models, visual representation and theories
ii. synthesize information to make valid, well-supported arguments
iii. analyse and evaluate a range of sources/data in terms of origin and 
purpose, examining value and
limitations
iv. interpret different perspectives and their implications.

Supra-National Alliance Analysis
A

Students select one of the supra-
national alliances described in 

the textbook and produce a 
detailed analysis of their history, 

member states, 
accomplishments and failures.

Superpower Confrontation 
Investigation

B, C, D
Students select one of the Cold 

War confrontations that took 
place in the latter half of the 20th 
century, and devise a research 

question around it.
Students will need to select a 

range of sources to support their 
investigation, and analyse them 
clearly to provide evidence and 

support for their arguments.
These investigations will be 

compiled and communicated in a 
video presentation, including 

voice-over, animations, regular 
citations, and a full works cited 

section at the end.

RESEARCH

Finding, interpreting, judging and creating information
• Collect, record and verify data
• Access information to be informed and inform others
• Make connections between various sources of 
information
• Understand the benefits and limitations of personal 
sensory learning
preferences when accessing, processing and recalling 
information
• Use memory techniques to develop long-term memory
• Present information in a variety of formats and 
platforms
• Collect and analyse data to identify solutions and 
make informed
decisions
• Process data and report results
• Evaluate and select information sources and digital 
tools based on
their appropriateness to specific tasks
• Understand and use technology systems
• Use critical-literacy skills to analyse and interpret 
media
communications
• Understand and implement intellectual property rights
• Create references and citations, use 
footnotes/endnotes and
construct a bibliography according to recognized 
conventions
• Identify primary and secondary sources

Why was there a rapid expansion of empire building in 
the nineteenth century?
►Technological advances
►Explorers & Missionaries
►Economic reasons
►Population Growth
►Nationalism & National Rivalries
►Strategic reasons

What were the different perspectives on empire 
building?
►Edward Wakefield
►Cecil Rhodes
►J.A. Hobson
►Vladimir Lenin
►Sir Thomas Raffles
►Rudyard Kipling

Why did alliance systems develop before the First 
World War and what was their impact?
►The Triple Alliance
►The Triple Entente

Why are supra-national organizations formed and what 
is their impact?
►The League of Nations
►The United Nations

Why did the USA and USSR become superpowers 
after the Second World War?
►Military reasons
►Economic reasons
►Ideological reasons

Why did the superpowers develop spheres of 
influence?

Why did the superpower confrontation go global?

Why did alliance systems develop after the Second 
World War?
►NATO
►The Warsaw Pact

Formative
Monitor and adjust teaching methodology to suite needs of learners

Summative
Provide support for research by A) providing variety of useful websites 
pitched to multiple levels, B) showing students how to access text-to-
speech functions in web browsers, C) giving personalized guidance to 
individual students in reading & summarizing information
Provide support for writing by A) accepting hand-written or typed 
responses, B) utilizing and providing speech-to-text program resources


